
Acer campestre	 D	 30’/30’	 35’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 x	 yellow fall leaf color;
    Hedge Maple	 multistemmed
Acer circinatum	 D	 20’/12’	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 x	 red, orange, yellow fall leaf
    Vine Maple	 color; single or multitrunked
Acer ginnala	 D	 20’/15’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 red fall leaf color; single
    Amur Maple	 or multistemmed
Acer griseum	 D	 25’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 peeling cinnamon bark; red
   Paperbark Maple	 fall color
Acer palmatum 	 D	 varies to	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 vary in form, size, and leaf
   Japanese Maple             	 20’/20’	 color; nice fall leaf color
Acer platanoides	 D	 varies to	 35’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 x	 subject to aphids; vary in 
   Norway Maple               	 50’/25’	 form, size, and leaf color
Acer rubrum	 D	 varies to	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 showy small red flowers in
   Red Maple                                                                      60’/40’’                                                                    spring; red fall leaf color
Aesculus x carnea	 D	 40’/30’	 35’	 8’	 x	 x	 reddish-pink flowers in 
   Red Horsechestnut	 spring; yellow fall leaf color
Amelanchier sp.	 D	 20’/15’	 15’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 x	 x	 white spring flowers followed
   Serviceberry	 by edible fruit; fall leaf color
Arbutus unedo	 B	 12’/12’	 15’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 white flowers together with  red
   Strawberry Tree	 fruit in fall; peeling reddish bark
Calocedrus decurrens	 C	 75’/15’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 fragrant glossy green foliage;
   Incense Cedar	 reddish-brown bark
Carpinus betulus (narrow forms)	 D	 30’/15’	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 yellow fall leaf color; hop-like 
   Narrow European Hornbeam	 fruit
Cercidiphyllum japonicum	 D	 35’/35’	 35’	 8’	 x	 x	 yellow fall leaf color
   Katsura
Cornus alternifolia	 D	 20’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 x	 horizontal branching habit
   Pagoda Dogwood								      
Cornus ‘Eddie’s White Wonder’	 D	 30’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 large white bracts surround flowers
  Eddie’s White Wonder Dogwood	 in spring; red fall leaf color
Cornus kousa	 D	 20’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 white bracts surround flowers in
   Kousa Dogwood	 early summer; red fall leaf color
Cornus mas	 D	 20’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 small yellow flower clusters in
   Cornelian Cherry	 winter, followed by red fruit
Cotinus sp.	 D	 15’/15’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 tufts of ‘smoky’ flowers in summer;
   Smoketree	 yellow to red fall leaf color
Crataegus x lavellei	 D	 25’/20’	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 clusters of reddish-orange fruit
   Lavalle Hawthorne	 hang on in winter
Crataegus phaenopyrum	 D	 25’/20’	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 orange to red fall leaf color; red
   Washington Thorn	 fruit in winter
Cupressus arizonica	 C	 40’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 blue-gray to green foliage; interesting 
   Arizona Cypress							       bark
Euonymus europaea	 D	 20’/15’	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 red leaf color in fall; pink fruit
   European Spindle Tree	 open to show bright orange seeds
Fagus sylvatica	 D	 varies to	 varies	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 vary in form, size and leaf color;
   Beech	 60’/25’	 to 30’	 smooth grayish bark
Fraxinus americana	 D	 50’/30’	 30’	 6’	 x	      x      x	 seedless, exceptional purple fall color
   Autumn Applause, White Ash	
Fraxinus angustifolia ‘Raywood’	 D	 25’/25’	 35’	 8’	 x	 x	 purplish- red fall leaf color
   Raywood Ash
Ginkgo biloba	 D	 50’/25’	 25’	 8’	 x	 plant male forms to avoid smelly 
   Ginkgo	 fruit; yellow fall leaf color
Heptacodium miconioides	 D	 20’/15’	 20’	 8’	 x		  x	 x	 commonly multi-stemmed, fragrant 
   Seven-son Flower	 clusters of white flowers, exfoliating bark
Koelreuteria paniculata	 D	 30’/25’	 30’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 yellow bloom in summer followed 
   Golden Rain Tree	 by rusty capsule-like fruit
Magnolia grandiflora	 B	 40’/30’	 35’	 12’	 x                          	 fragrant white flowers in summer;
   Evergreen Magnolia	 wants shelter from wind
Magnolia kobus	 D	 30’/20’	 25’	 8’	 x	 x	 white flowers in spring
   Kobus Magnolia            								         
Magnolia soulangiana	 D	 25’/25’	 35’	 12’	 x	 spring flowers vary white, pink
   Saucer Magnolia            	 or purple depending on variety
Malus sp.	 D	 25’/25’	 25’	 8’	 x	 x	 disease resistant forms; flower
   Flowering Crabapple     	 color varies; colorful fall fruit
Metasequoia glyptostroboides	 C	 90’/20’	 25’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 deciduous leaves turn rusty-pink 
   Dawn Redwood	 in fall
Myrica californica	 B	 15’/12’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 glossy green leaves; small waxy
   Pacific Wax Myrtle	 purplish berries; tolerates wind
Nyssa sylvatica	 D	 35’/20’	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 early red fall leaf color
   Sour Gum
Oxydendron arboreum	 D	 25’/15’	 20’	 5’	 x	 x	 x	 scarlet fall leaf color overlaps with
   Sourwood	 creamy white clusters of flowers
Parrotia persica	 D	 20’/15’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 yellow/orange/red fall leaf color;
   Persian Ironwood	 peeling bark when older
Pinus cembra	 C	 50’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 bluish-green needles; dense
   Swiss Stone Pine	 foliage
Pinus contorta contorta	 C	 30’/25’	 25’	 8’	 x	 x	 native tree; dark green needles
   Shore Pine
Pinus thunbergii	 C	 35’/25’	 25’	 8’	 x	 irregular branching; large white
   Japanese Black Pine	 candles in winter
Prunus serrulata	 D	 25’/25’	 30’	 12’	 x	 x	 white to pink blossoms in spring;
    Flowering Cherry     	 yellow fall leaf color
Prunus x yedoensis	 D	 35’/25’	 35’	 12’	 x	 x	 light pink flowers in spring
    Yoshino Flowering Cherry 							         
Pyrus calleryana	 D	  30’/20’	 35’	 8’	 x	 x	 white flowers in early spring; 
   Flowering Pear           	 reddish- orange fall leaf color
Quercus garryana	 D	 60’/50’	          60’      12’	       x     x	 x	     x     x	 large native shade tree; produces
   Garry Oak								           acorns; good for wildlife
Quercus palustris	 D	 45’/30’	 35’	 12’	 x	 yellow to red fall leaf color
   Pin Oak						      good lawn tree
Quercus robur ‘Fastigiata’	 D	 30’/15’	 20’	 5’	 x	 very narrow growth habit
   Upright English Oak								      
Quercus rubra	 D	 50’/30’	 40’	 8’	 x	 red fall leaf color
   Red Oak
Sorbus sp.	 D	 varies to	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 white blooms in summer, followed
   Mountain Ash     		  25’/15’						      by berries; attracts birds
Stewartia sp.	 D	 25’/20’	 20’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 x	 white bloom in summer; fall color 
   Stewartia	 orange/red/purple; colorful bark
Styrax japonica	 D	 20’/20’	 25’	 8’	 x	 x	 x	 white flowers in spring;
   Japanese Snowdrop Tree	 horizontal branching
Tilia cordata	 D	 40’/30’	 35’	 5’	 x	 x	 fragrant creamy flower clusters
   Littleleaf Linden	 in summer

Step 1:  Dig the Hole

Dig the hole to the same depth as the rootball, and 
2 to 3 times the width of the rootball.  Rough up the 
sides of the hole.

Step 2:  Plant the Tree

Container:
Remove the tree from the container.  Straighten out 
or cut circling roots, and cut off girdling or damaged 
roots.  Lower the tree into the hole, supporting the 
rootball.  Check the depth:  the crown should be at 
ground level or a bit higher to accomodate mulch.

Balled and Burlapped:
Place the tree in the hole, supporting the rootball.  
Check the depth (see Container directions).  Re-
move all twine or wire tied at the trunk. Untie or cut 
the burlap at the trunk, and remove or fold down as 
much as possible without damaging the rootball.  

Finally, backfill the hole with the original, unamended 
soil.  Be sure all roots are covered.  Lightly water to 
help settle the soil in place.  Doublecheck that the 
top of the rootball is at or slightly above ground level.  
Build a low dam or berm around the tree to help hold 
water.

How to Plant a Tree

Step 3:  Care after Planting

Mulching:
Apply 2-4 inches of mulch (compost, bark, chips, 
etc.) to the planting area.  Don’t let the mulch pile 
up against the trunk, as this can cause rot to occur.  
Mulching will help retain water, moderate the soil 
temperature, and aid in weed control, all of which 
improve the chances of tree survival.

Watering:
Trees need at least 5 gallons of water once a week 
during the first year after planting.  Deep watering is 
best, as it will encourage deep root growth.  Water 
as necessary after the first year, especially during 
times of drought.

Pruning:
Prune out only dead, damaged, weak, or wrongway 
branches following planting. DO NOT prune healthy 
branches out of the top to compensate for root loss; 
this is an old myth, and is not necessary.  In follow-
ing years, prune only to establish a good branch 
structure, permit visibility for safety, and to remove 
dead, damaged, or diseased wood.

Staking:
Trees will establish with stronger trunks and roots 
if allowed to grow unstaked.  Stake only as needed 
for support, anchoring or protection for up to 1 year.  
Remove all stakes and ties at this time to prevent 
girdling of the tree.

*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*

*

Buy named varieties for desired growth habit, disease resistance, leaf, flower, or berry color.
Often shrubby.
Plant Type:  D = Deciduous;  B = Broadleaf Evergreen;  C = Conifer

*

Scientific Name
   Common Name Pl

an
t T

yp
e

He
ig

ht
/W

id
th

Re
co

m
en

de
d

   
M

in
. S

pa
cin

g
Pa

rk
in

g 
St

rip

   
M

in
. W

id
th

O
k 

Un
de

r W
ire

s
W

et
 S

oi
ls

Dr
y 

So
ils

Su
n

Pt
. S

un
Sh

ad
e

Characteristics; Remarks

•

•

•
*

*
*

•

•

  *

•

•



P
oulsbo Tree B

oard
P

oulsbo P
arks and R

ecreation
200 N

E
 M

oe S
treet

P
oulsbo, W

A 98370

Th
e 

C
ity

 o
f P

ou
ls

bo
 T

re
e 

B
oa

rd
 c

on
si

st
s 

of
 a

rb
or

is
ts

, n
ur

se
ry

 a
nd

 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
s,

 e
le

ct
ed

 o
f-

fic
ia

ls
, a

nd
 c

iti
ze

ns
, a

ll 
vo

lu
nt

ee
rin

g 
th

ei
r t

im
e.

  T
he

y 
co

nt
rib

ut
e 

to
 P

ou
ls

bo
’s

 a
ttr

ac
tiv

en
es

s 
an

d 
vi

ta
lit

y 
th

ro
ug

h 
pr

op
er

 tr
ee

 m
an

ag
em

en
t. 

 M
ee

tin
gs

 a
re

 n
or

m
al

ly
 h

el
d 

m
on

th
ly.

  C
iti

ze
n 

pa
rti

ci
pa

tio
n 

fro
m

 in
si

de
 

or
 o

ut
si

de
 o

f t
he

 c
ity

 is
 w

el
co

m
ed

.  
C

al
l (

36
0)

 7
79

-9
89

8 
fo

r m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
  P

ou
ls

bo
 is

 a
 T

re
e 

C
ity

 
U

S
A 

aw
ar

d 
ci

ty
 s

in
ce

 1
99

7,
 a

s 
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

N
at

io
na

l A
rb

or
 D

ay
 F

ou
nd

at
io

n.

Tr
ee

 P
la

nt
in

g 
G

ui
de

P
ou

ls
bo

, W
A

Tr
ee

 C
ity

 U
S

A 
aw

ar
d 

ci
ty

 s
in

ce
 1

99
7

   
  T

he
 P

ou
ls

bo
 T

re
e 

B
oa

rd
 o

ffe
rs

 th
is

 g
ui

de
 to

 h
el

p 
ci

tiz
en

s 
m

ak
e 

in
fo

rm
ed

 d
ec

is
io

ns
 

ch
oo

si
ng

 a
nd

 m
ai

nt
ai

ni
ng

 tr
ee

s 
fo

r p
ub

lic
 a

nd
 p

riv
at

e 
ar

ea
s.

  T
he

 tr
ee

s 
on

 th
is

 li
st

 a
re

 
pr

ov
en

 p
er

fo
rm

er
s 

in
 o

ur
 a

re
a,

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
th

ey
 a

re
 m

at
ch

ed
 w

ith
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 s

ite
 c

on
di

tio
ns

.  
Th

e 
pl

an
tin

g 
an

d 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 ti

ps
 in

 th
is

 g
ui

de
 w

ill
 h

el
p 

yo
u 

ke
ep

 y
ou

r t
re

es
 a

ttr
ac

tiv
e 

an
d 

he
al

th
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

le
as

t e
ffo

rt.

   
  P

oo
rly

 c
ho

se
n 

or
 m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d 
tre

es
 c

an
 d

am
ag

e 
un

de
rg

ro
un

d 
ut

ili
tie

s,
 c

re
at

e 
pe

rs
on

al
 

ha
za

rd
s,

 o
r s

im
pl

y 
cr

ea
te

 a
 m

es
s.

  O
ne

 o
f t

he
 m

os
t c

om
m

on
 p

ro
bl

em
s 

w
e 

pa
y 

fo
r i

s 
th

e 
co

st
 o

f c
ut

tin
g 

ov
er

gr
ow

n 
tre

es
 o

ut
 o

f u
til

ity
 w

ire
s.

   
  T

re
es

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
 w

el
l c

ho
se

n 
an

d 
m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d 
pr

ov
id

e 
pr

ac
tic

al
 b

en
efi

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 s

ha
de

 o
r 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
fro

m
 w

in
d 

an
d 

w
ea

th
er

.  
Tr

ee
s 

so
fte

n 
th

e 
ot

he
rw

is
e 

st
ar

k 
ap

pe
ar

an
ce

 o
f r

oa
ds

, 
bu

ild
in

gs
 o

r t
ow

er
s.

  T
he

y 
of

fe
r t

he
 a

ttr
ac

tio
n 

of
 fl

ow
er

s,
 fr

ui
t, 

fo
rm

 o
r f

al
l l

ea
f c

ol
or

.  
Th

ey
 

su
pp

or
t w

ild
lif

e.
  T

re
es

 c
on

tri
bu

te
 to

 th
e 

ov
er

al
l h

ea
lth

 o
f t

he
 c

om
m

un
ity

.  

   
  U

se
 th

is
 g

ui
de

 to
 c

ho
os

e 
tre

es
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 to

 y
ou

r c
ho

se
n 

si
te

.  
Th

is
 li

st
 p

ro
vi

de
s 

ex
ce

l-
le

nt
 s

ug
ge

st
io

ns
 fo

r a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f c
ul

tu
ra

l c
on

di
tio

ns
 a

nd
 s

ite
 lo

ca
tio

ns
.  

E
va

lu
at

e 
th

e 
si

te
, w

ith
 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
	 	

•  
ut

ili
ty

 li
ne

 p
la

ce
m

en
t: 

ov
er

he
ad

 o
r u

nd
er

gr
ou

nd
	

•  
pa

rk
in

g 
st

rip
 w

id
th

, s
id

ew
al

k 
or

 d
riv

ew
ay

 a
cc

es
s

	
•  

vi
ew

s
	

•  
tra

ffi
c 

an
d 

se
cu

rit
y 

lin
e 

of
 s

ig
ht

	
•  

ex
is

tin
g 

bu
ild

in
gs

 o
r t

re
es

	
•  

so
il 

ty
pe

, d
ra

in
ag

e
	

•  
lig

ht
: s

un
, p

ar
t s

un
, o

r s
ha

de
	

•  
w

in
d 

or
 s

al
tw

at
er

 s
pr

ay

   
  R

eg
io

na
l r

ef
er

en
ce

 b
oo

ks
 a

nd
 lo

ca
l n

ur
se

rie
s 

ca
n 

al
so

 o
ffe

r a
dd

iti
on

al
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
re

-
ga

rd
in

g 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
tre

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
.

   
  T

he
 T

re
e 

B
oa

rd
 a

pp
re

ci
at

es
 th

e 
ca

re
 y

ou
 ta

ke
 to

 s
el

ec
t t

re
es

 a
nd

 p
ro

pe
rly

 m
ai

nt
ai

n 
th

em
.  

W
e 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
yo

u 
to

 p
la

nt
 tr

ee
s.

  I
t’s

 a
 li

fe
tim

e 
in

ve
st

m
en

t.

U
pd

at
ed

 A
pr

il 
20

10

Po
ul

sb
o T

re
e P

la
nt

in
g G

ui
de

 


