Poulsbo Planning Department
Accessory Dwelling Units

What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit?

An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is separate living
quarters contained within or detached from a primary
residence. An accessory dwelling unit cannot be a
mobile home or a recreational vehicle.

Where are ADUs Permitted?

ADUs are permitted in all single-family zoning
districts, subject to the review and approval of the
Review Authority and requirements found in the
Poulsbo Municipal Code. See PMC 18.48.010 for more
information on Accessory Dwelling Units.

Can an ADU be a separate dwelling?

Yes, the City of Poulsbo allows an ADU to be either
within a primary structure or in a separate structure.
If an accessory dwelling unit is not within an existing
single-family residence or an existing accessory
structure, such as a garage, then the ADU is
considered a stand-alone structure. For stand-alone
structures, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) will be
required, which is a Type III permit process.

What are the requirements for ADUs?

e Only one ADU can be located on any parcel or lot.

e  The property owner shall reside in either the
primary residence or ADU at least six months out
of the year.

e An ADU can only have one bedroom.

e An ADU shall not be greater than 40% of the
habitable area of the primary residence or 800
square feet, whichever is less.
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e Onlots greater than 20,000 square feet, a stand-
alone ADU can be a maximum of 1,000 square
feet.

e Placement of a stand-alone ADU shall not prohibit
future subdivision of a parcel or lot.

e The ADU shall have minimal adverse impacts on
the surrounding properties, view blockage, traffic,
parking, and drainage.

e Meetall zoning requirements, including height,
lot coverage, and setbacks. An additional parking
space is required for the ADU.

What is the process to get an ADU
permitted?

That depends on if you propose an ADU within an
existing structure or a stand-alone ADU. An ADU
within an existing structure is a Type II permit. The
Planning Director is the review authority. A stand-
alone ADU requires a site plan and is a Type III
process with the Hearing Examiner as the review
authority. Both processes start with a pre-application
conference with City staff, which will provide detailed
information on the permitting process.

Where can | get additional information?

e PMC 18.48.010—Accessory Dwelling Units.

e Applications are available online: http://

www.cityofpoulsbo.com/planning/
applications.asp

e  Contact the Poulsbo Planning Department by
phone, e-mail, or in person.
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