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To determine the type, size, and location requirements for signage, you will 
need to look at the information that applies to the zone where your business is 
located.  The table below provides generalized information on sign standards; 
more details can be found online. 

Signs are regulated in the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  A permit is required for 
most business signage.  This brochure will explain the basic sign regulations.  

Signage Standards 
 
If your business plans to display signage, you 
will need to review the City’s signage stan‐
dards to determine what types of signs are 
allowed. This will depend upon the location 
of your business—what zoning district your 
business is located in and if you are in the 
shoreline jurisdiction (within 200’ of the 
shoreline). 
 

Commercial zoning districts’ signage standards are found in PMC 18.80.120 
(Downtown/Front St) and PMC 18.80.130 (Viking Ave, SR‐305 and College 
Marketplace areas). Standards for the Business and Employment zones (Light 
Industrial, Office Commercial Industrial and Business Park) are found in PMC 
18.90.100.  Chapter 18.170 includes sign standards identifying exempt, pro‐
hibited, temporary, and sandwich board sign rules. It also includes sign per‐
mit, installation, and maintenance requirements.  
 
To access these rules, go online to www.codepublishing.com/wa/poulsbo. 
 Next click on Title 18 Zoning Ordinance. 
 Click on Chapter 18.170, Signage for general sign provisions. 
 Click on Chapter 18.80 for Commercial zoning district information 

(navigate to 18.80.120 or 130 for sign standards). 
 Click on Chapter 18.90 for Business & Employment zoning district infor‐

mation (navigate to 18.90.100 for sign standards). 
 For shoreline sign standards, see Chapter 16.08.340 (Under Title 16). 
Sign permit forms are available for download on the City’s website. Please 
visit the Planning & Building Department webpage: http://cityofpoulsbo.com/
planning/planning_application.htm.  
 
Types of Signs 
The City requires sign permits for these sign types: 
 Wall mounted signs—including awning, wall mural, and hanging signs 
 Free standing signs 
 Sandwich board signs 
Temporary signs (less than 14 days) such as event signs, community an‐
nouncement and real estate signs, do not require permits when they are dis‐
played according to the limits identified in PMC Ch. 18.170.080. 

Sign  
Standard 

Downtown/Front St. Viking Ave, SR-305,  
College Marketplace 

Office Commercial 
Industrial, Business 
Park, Light Industrial 

Wall 
Mounted: 
Size 

30 Square Feet (SF) Total 
Area; or 1 SF per 1 foot of 
lineal façade area, up to 
max. 50 SF. In no case 
shall the total length of all 
signs exceed 55% of the 
lineal feet of the building 
frontage. 

50 SF; or 1 SF per 1 
foot of lineal façade 
area, up to a max. 250 
SF. In no case shall the 
total length of all signs 
exceed 70% of the lin-
eal feet of the building 
frontage. 

50 SF; or 1 SF per 1 
foot of lineal façade 
area, up to a max. 
250 SF. In no case 
shall the total length 
of all signs exceed 
70% of the lineal feet 
of the building front-
age. 

Wall 
Mounted: 
Number 

No more than 3 wall 
mounted signs; provided 
multiple business build-
ings where tenants have an 
exterior façade shall not be 
subject to this provision.  

No more than 4 wall 
mounted signs; pro-
vided multiple business 
buildings where tenants 
have an exterior façade 
shall not be subject to 
this provision.  

One wall mounted 
sign per tenant/use 
and one as a business 
directory (not to 
exceed 16 SF). 

Free 
Standing: 
Size & 
Height 

50 SF per face, not to ex-
ceed 12’ above grade. 

75 SF per face, not to 
exceed 15’ above grade.  

75 SF per face, not to 
exceed 15’ above 
grade.  

Free 
Standing: 
Number 

1 per street frontage 1 per street frontage, 
except where there is 
more than 1000’ con-
tinuous street frontage 
and more than 1 entry/
exit 

1 per street frontage 
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