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POULSBO CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 10, 2021 

M I N U T E S  

PRESENT: Mayor Erickson; Councilmembers Livdahl, Lord, McGinty, McVey, Musgrove, 

Phillips, Stern 

Staff:  Finance Director Booher, City Clerk Fernandez, Director of Engineering 

Lenius, Parks & Recreation Director Schoonmaker, Police Chief Harding 

MAJOR BUSINESS ITEMS 

* * * Minutes of February 10, 2021, Council Meeting 

* * * BA#21-0103, Future Planting Donation 

* * * Authorize Disposal of Surplus Goods – Governmental 

* * * Engineering On-Call Consultant Contracts 

* * * Civil Service Commission Appointment 

* * * Public Hearing: Resolution No. 2021-03, Disposal of Proprietary Surplus Goods 

 

1.    CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mayor Erickson called the virtual meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

2.    AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

Motion: Move to approve the agenda as presented. 

Action: Approve, Moved by Stern, Seconded by Musgrove. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

3.   COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS  

 

  City Clerk Fernandez read the comments into the record for the following citizens: 

• Airen Lydick wrote in support of the Poulsbo City Council creating a Race Equity 

Advisory Committee made up of community members. 

• Linda Espinosa wrote in support of the Poulsbo City Council creating a Race Equity 

Advisory Committee made up of community members. 

• Debby Haase wrote in support of the Poulsbo City Council creating a Race Equity 

Advisory Committee made up of community members. 
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• Pedro Valverde wrote asking the Council to change the Hwy 305 signage to ready 

“Poulsbo Welcomes all Nationalities, Cultures, and Genders” and to illuminate the 

sign. 

• Robin Bodony wrote in support of the Poulsbo City Council creating a Race Equity 

Advisory Committee made up of community members. 

• Rachael Reese wrote in support of the Poulsbo City Council creating a Race Equity 

Advisory Committee made up of community members. 

Dana Steege-Jackson spoke in support of the City of Poulsbo creating a Race Equity Task 

Force composed of community members of color. 

 

4.   MAYOR’S REPORT AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilmember Livdahl said she is not against a Race Equity Task Force, but she does 

not want to form something that ends up being symbolic. They want action to take place 

and concrete steps that they are all participating in. It was misconstrued that the Council 

believes it can advise itself. They have elected to take action in other ways at this time, 

which involve community conversations and education of themselves and invited the 

greater community into that alongside them. They want and invite folks of color to come 

in and share and help them. She understands it is not the same as a Race Equity Task 

Force. She is okay with forming a task force, but what she is afraid of is when 

recommendations come that cost a lot of money that they don’t have right now, it is a 

further disappointment, and maybe feels even worse than not starting it to begin with. If 

they can find a way to get past that, she is okay with the task force and would be happy 

to participate. 

 

Councilmember Lord is still considering the request to form a task force. She feels 

strongly the City Council has been engaged and aware and trying their best at the 

moment through the workshops. If there are better ways of finding remedies for the 

community, she is open to that. 

 

Councilmember McGinty said it looks like the roundabout project is making great strides 

and hopes to take a tour tomorrow. 

 

Councilmember McVey said he has a difference of opinion between at least himself and 

the members of Kitsap ERACE in how the Council approaches issues of diversity, equity, 

and inclusion. The City has chosen to raise these issues to the highest level of the City 

Council, Mayor’s Office and department heads. They have had three workshop, two 

which included community conversations, where they are being advised by people of 

color and others marginalized members of the community on these important issues. 

They are making good progress and will continue to make better progress by raising 
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these issues to the highest level rather than relegating them to a committee. It is 

important to engage the broader community, which they have done.  

 

On another note, he noted the Poulsbo Village supermarket space has been vacant for a 

long time and he would like the City to re-energize its efforts to find a tenant for the 

space. 

 

Councilmember Musgrove shared a story about Sound Family Health on March 4 and 

how they had a shipment of vaccine. They partnered with Kitsap OB-GYN and Kitsap 

General Surgery to get elderly citizens and teachers vaccinated. At the end of the day 

they had 40 no-shows, and they managed to get the word out at 8:30pm at night to use 

up every single vaccine.  

 

Councilmember Phillips commended Housing, Health & Human Services Director 

Hendrickson and her efforts with vaccine clinics. He agreed with Councilmember McVey’s 

comments. He doesn’t think that government must form a committee to make change. If 

you have an idea, send it to them, call them. They can make change right now. 

 

Councilmember Stern said the phone number for those who need help getting a COVID 

vaccination appointment is 360-394-9795. Regarding the Poulsbo Village vacancy, he 

noted the legislative lobbyist report which included references to tax increment financing 

to avoid blight and deterioration (especially commercial spaces). He commended 

Poulsbo Rotary for their work on the Play for All park. He shared news on the American 

Recovery Plan passed by Congress, and the City of Poulsbo will receive $2.4MM spread 

over two years (standards are currently being written) as a revenue replacement. 

 

Mayor Erickson reported on the various vaccine clinics and volunteers with North Point 

Church area available to help schedule appointments for those who are having trouble 

with the internet or have language barriers. She attended the Bainbridge Island City 

Council to thank them for partnering with Poulsbo to provide appointments for the 

volunteers to schedule citizens. She shared she has been reading the “Racial Equity 

Toolkit” by the Government Alliance for Race and Equity. She said the City has been 

working very hard to be aware and do the right things. They were the first jurisdiction to 

put body cameras on their police (5th in the State), implemented the mental health 

navigators, and created the mental health court at District Court. They do innovative 

things because they listen.  

 

a. Department Head Reports 

 

Finance Director Booher reported the Governor’s Order for utility penalties and turn 

offs expires April 30. She is working with the Mayor for a payment plan option, and is 

proactively sending letters to those accounts in arrears (60+ accounts) and resources 

that can help them. 
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Parks & Recreation Director Schoonmaker reported they will be having a Leprechaun 

Hunt in Fish Park and the Play for All project will have a virtual fundraiser on March 

21 at 3:00 p.m. The PERC has a virtual online open house in progress to review the 

survey results and learn more information in the project. There will be two live virtual 

community chats to discuss the PERC’s prospects with City staff (March 27 and March 

30). 

 

Police Chief Harding expressed to the Mayor and Council his appreciation and 

sincere gratitude for their authentic concern, interest, and efforts to address the 

concerns of the community regarding race and social justice. He has seen that at 

work; we are trying. He commends the Mayor and Council. Their efforts will pay off 

and they will continue to work as hard as they can. 

 

Director of Engineering Lenius reminded citizens as they are driving down SR-305 to 

be careful in the construction site and pay attention to the road as they drive 

through it. 

 

5.   CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion: Move to approve Consent Agenda items a through d. 

 

The items listed are: 

 

a. February 10, 2021, Council Minutes (Fernandez) 

b. BA#21-0103 – Future Planting Donation (Schoonmaker/Booher) 

c. Authorize Disposal of Surplus Goods - Governmental (Booher) 

d. Engineering On-Call Consultant Contracts (Lenius) 

 

Action: Approve, Moved by McGinty, Seconded by Livdahl. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

6. BUSINESS AGENDA 

 

a.   Civil Service Commission Appointment 

 

City Clerk Fernandez presented the agenda summary, noting Mayor Erickson is 

seeking Council confirmation of her appointment of Todd Tidball to the Civil Service 

Commission for a term ending 12/31/2024 (vacant unexpired term). 

 

Motion: Concur with the Mayor's recommendation for appointment to the Civil 

Service Commission as presented. 

Action: Approve, Moved by Lord, Seconded by Musgrove. 
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Motion carried unanimously. 

 

b.   Public Hearing: Resolution No. 2021-03, Disposal of Proprietary Surplus 

Goods 

 

Finance Director Booher presented the agenda summary, noting the Finance 

Department has compiled a list of items originally acquired for proprietary purposes, 

deemed as surplus by the Public Works Department. The items will go to auction via 

GovDeals.com or disposed as appropriate, and any monies received will be recorded 

in the appropriate utilities fund. Per RCW 35.94.040, a public hearing is required for 

the disposal of items acquired with proprietary funds. 

 

At 7:49 p.m., Mayor Erickson opened the public hearing, and receiving no comments 

closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Motion: Move to adopt Resolution 2021-03, declaring certain property originally 

acquired for proprietary purposes to be surplus to the needs of the City and 

authorizing the Finance Director to sell such surplus property. 

Action: Approve, Moved by Musgrove, Seconded by McVey. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

7.   COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Community Services Committee: Councilmember Lord reported they received an update 

on the PERC; an update on recreation programs and special events; discussed the best 

opportunities to have the department operate (looking for ways to improve while being 

realistic), and the two high school students are still attending the meetings. 

 

Public Works Committee: Councilmember Lord reported they received an update on the 

roundabout project (the tunnel and its process); artwork for the roundabout and wall are 

on track; Front Street speed bumps will be installed this week; update on the Astound 

master contract coming forward in the consent agenda; update on Transportation 

Improvement Board grant for street lights (going to be changed to LED lights); update 

on the West Side Well Pump Rehab (pump and motor need to be replaced, it will take 1-

2 weeks maximum);  

 

Councilmember McVey gave an update on one of the suggestions from the first 

workshop: display more Suquamish Tribal history in Poulsbo. They were able to bring 

together representatives of the Suquamish Tribal Museum and the Poulsbo Historical 

Society. They had their second virtual meeting and continue to work on future 

collaborative educational events. He thanked them for their efforts. 
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8.   BOARD/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 

Councilmember Phillips reported high school and middle school students are going back 

to school next week in person. 

 

Councilmember Stern reported Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council retreat happened 

last week and they discussed housing equity. He also reported the Hwy 305 Working 

Group met yesterday with WSDOT, and the Johnson Roundabout Project is the first 

example of fruition coming from the group. Mayor Erickson did a good job discussing 

next steps on how to get another project out.  

 

Mayor Erickson added Seminole was bumped up in priority and they need additional 

funds for Suquamish and Day Road roundabouts. Totten will be the Spring of 2022. She 

pushed for Seminole to be done at the same time. 

 

9.   CONTINUED COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS 

 

Rick Eckert said secondary students are going back to school starting next week.  

 

10.    MAYOR & COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Councilmember Lord encouraged everyone to stay safe and positive. 

 

Councilmember McVey thanked Mayor Erickson and Councilmember Stern for 

representing the City in regional boards and the work they do. 

 

Councilmember Phillips asked everyone to eat and shop local and get outside. 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion: Move to adjourn at 8:14 p.m., 

Action: Approve, Moved by Stern, Seconded by McGinty. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

             

       Rebecca Erickson, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Rhiannon Fernandez, CMC, City Clerk 
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