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Appendix F: Washington State Housing Requirements 
Under the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA), RCW 36.70A.070, Poulsbo is required to create 
comprehensive plans that include mandatory elements dealing with housing and economic development, 
allowing innovative techniques, requiring coordination with the cities in the county, and allowing for affordable 
housing incentives. Following are abstracts of the act of most relevance to this housing action plan:  

Comprehensive plans-- Mandatory elements – RCW 36.70A.070 

(2) A housing element - ensuring the vitality and character of established residential neighborhoods that:  
(a) Includes an inventory and analysis of existing and projected housing needs that identifies the number 
of housing units necessary to manage projected growth; 
(b) Includes a statement of goals, policies, objectives, and mandatory provisions for the preservation, 
improvement, and development of housing, including single-family residences;  
(c) Identifies sufficient land for housing, including, but not limited to, government-assisted housing, housing 
for low-income families, manufactured housing, multifamily housing, and group homes and foster care 
facilities; and  
(d) Makes adequate provisions for existing and projected needs of all economic segments of the 
community….” 

Comprehensive plans - Innovative techniques – RCW 36.70A.090 

A comprehensive plan should provide for innovative land use management techniques, including, but not 
limited to, density bonuses, cluster housing, planned unit developments, and the transfer of development 
rights. 

Comprehensive plans--Must be coordinated – RCW 36.70A.100 

The comprehensive plan of each county or city that is adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A.040 shall be 
coordinated with, and consistent with, the comprehensive plans adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A.040 of 
other counties or cities with which the county or city has, in part, common borders or related regional issues. 

Countywide planning policies – RCW 36.70A.210 

(3) A countywide planning policy shall at a minimum, address the following… 
(e) Policies that consider the need for affordable housing, such as housing for all economic segments of 
the population and parameters for its distribution; 

Affordable housing incentive programs -- Low-income housing units – RCW 36.70A.540 

(1)(a) Any city or county planning under RCW 36.70A.040 may enact or expand affordable housing incentive 
programs providing for the development of low-income housing units through development regulations. An 
affordable housing incentive program may include, but is not limited to: 
 (i) Density bonuses within the urban growth area; 
 (ii) Height and bulk bonuses; 
 (iii) Fee waivers or exemptions; 
 (iv) Parking reductions; 
     (v) Expedited permitting, conditioned on provision of low-income housing units; or 
     (vi) Mixed-use projects. 
(b) The city or county may enact or expand such programs whether or not the programs may impose a tax, fee, 
or charge on the development or construction of property. 
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