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ORDINANCE NO. 2025-04 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF POULSBO, WASHINGTON, AMENDING 
SUBSECTIONS 2.16.050(A) AND 2.16.070(B) OF THE POULSBO MUNICIPAL 
CODE REGARDING APPOINTING JUDGE PRO TEMPORE AND FILLING 
TEMPORARY VACANCIES, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

              
 

WHEREAS, Poulsbo Municipal Code (“PMC”) Chapter 2.16 sets forth regulations for 

the City’s municipal court system, in accordance and alignment with the Washington State 

Court Rules; and  

WHEREAS, the Washington Courts General Rule (“GR”) 29 establishes the election, 

term, vacancies, removal and selection criteria for municipal court judges; and 

WHEREAS, GR 29 has been updated since the last appointment of a municipal court 

judge in the City of Poulsbo; and 

WHEREAS, City staff recommend updating the PMC Chapter 2.16 to align with GR 

29 changes; and 

WHEREAS, the Poulsbo City Council concurs with the staff’s recommendation; now, 

therefore 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF POULSBO, WASHINGTON, HEREBY ORDAIN 

AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Judges pro tempore.  Subsection 2.16.050(A) of the Poulsbo 

Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows (strikethroughs indicate deletions, 

bolding indicates additions): 
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A. The mayor shall, in writing, appoint judges pro tem who shall 
act in the absence or disability of the regular judge of the municipal court or 
subsequent to the filing of an affidavit of prejudice. Pursuant to GR 29, in 
municipalities having only one judge, that judge shall serve as the 
Presiding Judge for the judge’s term of office and shall predesignate and 
prepare a Presiding Judge Pro Tempore to fulfill presiding judge duties 
in the case of illness, incapacity, resignation, death, or unavailability of 
the judge. 

Section 2. Judge – Removal from office.  Subsection 2.16.070(B) of the 

Poulsbo Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows (strikethroughs indicate 

deletions, bolding indicates additions): 

B. Any vacancy in the municipal court due to death, disability, or 
resignation of the municipal court judge shall be filled by the Presiding 
Judge Pro Tempore until which time the mayor appoints a new Presiding 
Judge, for the remainder of the unexpired term. The appointment shall be 
subject to confirmation by the city council. 

 
Section 3. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or 

constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

Section 4. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force 

five (5) days after publication of the attached summary which is hereby approved.   

 

APPROVED: 

 
 
  
MAYOR, REBECCA ERICKSON 
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ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
  
CITY CLERK, RHIANNON FERNANDEZ 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY: 
 
 
 
BY   
 EMILY ROMANENKO 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK: 04/02/2025 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 05/14/2025 
PUBLISHED: 05/19/2025 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 05/24/2025 
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-04 
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SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 2025-04 
of the City of Poulsbo, Washington 

 

On the 14th day of May, 2025, the City Council of the City of Poulsbo, passed 
Ordinance No. 2025-04.  A summary of the content of said ordinance, consisting of the title, 
provides as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF POULSBO, WASHINGTON, AMENDING 
SUBSECTIONS 2.16.050(A) AND 2.16.070(B) OF THE POULSBO MUNICIPAL 
CODE REGARDING APPOINTING JUDGE PRO TEMPORE AND FILLING 
TEMPORARY VACANCIES, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed upon request. 

DATED this 14th day of May, 2025. 

 
 
  
CITY CLERK, RHANNON FERNANDEZ 
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